
CURRENT DISEASE  
MANAGEMENT OF IBD -  
BETWEEN GUIDELINES  
AND ART OF TREATMENT

O
ct

o
b

er
 3

0
-3

1, 
20

26

APPLICATION

FOR CME
CREDITS 

SUBMITTED

Symposium 245
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM





APPLICATION

FOR CME
CREDITS 

SUBMITTED

3 

An application has been made to the UEMS EACCME®  
for CME accreditation of this event. The number of credits
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October 30-31, 2026

Scientific Organization: 
Raja N. Atreya, Erlangen (Germany)
Geert D´Haens, Amsterdam  
(The Netherlands)
Britta Siegmund, Berlin (Germany)
Bram Verstockt, Leuven (Belgium)

Congress Venue: 
Square Brussels Convention Center
Rue Ravensteinstraat 2
1000 Brussels
Belgium

For admission to scientific events your 
name badge should be clearly visible.

Accompanying persons are not  
permitted during the conference at 
any time.

Call for Posters: 
An ePoster session will be held.  
For details see page 10.

Start of Registration: 
Thursday, October 29, 2026
16:00-20:00 h
at the congress office

Publication Date of the Final  
Program:
October 2026

The final program will be available on  
the website www.falkfoundation.org 
one week before the start of the  
symposium.

CURRENT DISEASE MANAGEMENT OF IBD -  
BETWEEN GUIDELINES AND ART OF 
TREATMENT
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026

  9:00 Welcome 

SESSION I

Evolving IBD diagnostics: From guideline to gut intelligence

Chairs

09:10 Case-based introduction

09:20 Guidelines in focus: What’s new in IBD diagnostics?

09:35 Predictive tools: Combining biomarkers, imaging and risk models

09:50 Beyond the scope: Capsule endoscopy and the next diagnostic frontier 

10:05 Panel discussion

10:30 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION II

Crohn’s disease: First-line treatment

Chair 

11:00 Case-based introduction 

11:10 Guidelines in focus: Current recommendations 

11:20 First-line approach: Medical vs surgical strategies

11:35 First-line approach: Which drug first?

11:50 Panel discussion

12:20 Lunch break with ePoster session
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SESSION III

Refractory IBD: A therapeutic challenge

Chairs

13:45 Case-based introduction 

13:55 Guidelines in focus: Current recommendations 

14:05 Acute severe ulcerative colitis: Optimal management 

14:20 Refractory Crohn’s disease: Current treatment options

14:35 Panel discussion

15:00 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION IV

Extra-intestinal manifestations in IBD: Challenges and risks 

Chair 

15:30 Case-based introduction 

15:40 Guidelines in focus: Current recommendations

15:50 Bridging gut and heart: Cardiovascular complications in IBD

16:05 Medical therapies for joint, skin and eye: How effective are they?

16:20 Panel discussion

FALK FOUNDATION RESEARCH GRANT

16:50 Presentation of the Research Project

17:05 Closing remarks
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2026

SESSION V

IBD monitoring 2.0: From guidelines to real-time care

Chairs

09:00 Case-based introduction

09:10 Guidelines in focus: What’s new in IBD monitoring?

09:25 When the phone rings: Managing the suspected flare

09:40 Seeing without scoping: The rise of non-invasive and intelligent 
monitoring

09:55 Panel discussion

10:20 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION VI

Perianal disease in IBD

Chair 

10:50 Case-based introduction 

11:00 Guidelines in focus: Current recommendations

11:10 Presentation of Poster Awards

11:30 Comprehensive fistula management: Classification and approach

11:45 Comprehensive fistula management: The surgeon’s view

12:00 Panel discussion

12:30 Lunch break with ePoster session
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SESSION VII

Nutrition in Crohn’s disease: Emerging therapeutic role

Chairs

14:00 Case-based introduction 

14:10 Guidelines in focus: Current recommendations 

14:20 Nutrition in daily IBD care: Practical implementation

14:35 Panel discussion

15:00 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION VIII

Malignancy in IBD

Chair 

15:30 Case-based introduction 

15:40 Guidelines in focus: Current recommendations

15:50 Dysplasia in IBD: Detection and practical management

16:05 IBD patients with prior malignancy: Practical management

16:20 Panel discussion

16:50 Closing remarks
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POSTER SESSION

ePosters will be displayed on our screens from October 30-31, 2026. We kindly ask 
the authors to be present during coffee and lunch breaks on both days to discuss 
their work.

CALL FOR POSTERS

Please submit your abstract by July 24, 
2026, using our online submission 
system (https://poster.falkfoundation.org). 
The system will guide you through  
the submission process and provide 
further information on formatting 
requirements.

The abstracts will be reviewed by the 
scientific organizers, with preference 
given to those that align thematically 
with one of the final meeting sessions. 

Accepted abstracts will be published 
in the final program.

Abstract submitters will be informed 
about acceptance and receive further 
instructions in September 2026.

For the first author of an accepted 
abstract, registration fee and  
accommodation (October 28 -  
November 1, 2026) will be covered 
during Workshop and Symposium 245. 
Travel expenses will not be covered.

Prizes of up to EUR 3.000, along with 
coverage of travel expenses, will be 
awarded for the best posters.  

Winners will be invited to give a short 
presentation (2–5 minutes) of their 
poster during the award ceremony.

POSTER AWARDS
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REGISTRATION

You can register for the event via our homepage: 
www.falkfoundation.org 
Registration is only possible online.

You will receive an automatic confirmation of registration by e-mail.  
Please transfer the congress fee to the bank account listed in the e-mail within 
two weeks. 

CONGRESS FEES

Scientific Program of Symposium 245	 EUR 300 
Students (copy of student ID required) 	 EUR 150

The congress fees include: 
– Pre-Opening and Welcome on Thursday, Ocbober 29, 2026 
– Refreshments during coffee breaks 
– Lunch on Friday, October 30 and Saturday 21, 2026 
– A copy of the final program

CONGRESS OFFICE AND REGISTRATION

Opening Hours: 
Thursday, October 29, 2026	 16:00 – 20:00 h 
Friday, October 30, 2026	 08:00 – 17:00 h 
Saturday, October 31, 2026	 08:00 – 17:00 h

The Falk Foundation will take pictures during the meeting. Additionally, parts of 
the meeting might be recorded. By participating all attendees consent and agree 
with the recording and the photo shoots.
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ARRIVAL

Square Brussels Convention Center 
Rue Ravensteinstraat 2
1000 Brussels
Belgium 

Public Transport
The Central Station of Brussels is a short walk across the Mont-des-Arts public 
gardens. All main tram, bus, metro and train lines converge here, as well as the fast 
train from Brussels International Airport. Train routes to every part of Belgium run 
from the same station which includes the cities of Antwerp, Brugge, Charleroi, 
Gent, Mons and Liège.

1. Metro lines 1 and 5, tram lines 38, 63, 65, 86
2. Bus lines 29, 48, 66, 71, 86, N06, N08, N09, N10, N11
3. Bus lines 48 and 95
4. Bus lines 38, 71, N06, N08, N09, N10, N11, N12
5. Trams 92 and 93

Car
There are two public car parks with over 1700 parking spaces. Both car parks are 
accessible 24h and both have recharging facilities for electric cars.
Parking Albertine is the closest car park and is situated underneath SQUARE 
with direct access to the venue from the inside. For direct access from the car 
park, please go to level -3 and follow the directions to SQUARE. This route 
provides direct elevator access. A short walk away is the Grand Place car park 
which is conveniently placed midway between SQUARE and the UNESCO world 
Heritage site of the Grand Place.

1. Parking Albertine #1 – Place de la Justice 16, 1000 Brussels
2. Parking Albertine #2 – Rue des Sols 3 Brussels

Plane
Brussels Airport is a speedy 17 minutes by train to the Central Station. At peak 
times, 6 trains run every hour and from/to the Central Station, which is only three 
minutes walk to SQUARE. A taxi will take you to the venue in about 30 minutes.
Brussels Airport : Leopoldlaan, 1930 Zaventem
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Together we know more. Together we do more. 
Falk Foundation e.V. | Leinenweberstr. 5 | 79108 Freiburg | Germany  
T: +49 761 1514-400 | F: +49 761 1514-460 | E-Mail: meeting@falkfoundation.org 
www.falkfoundation.org

Registration via www.falkfoundation.org  
or simply scan and register


